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Top civilian leaders earn major award
· His establishment of a modeling and

simulation plan for digitization of the battle-
field will save the Army money since inde-

The Secretary of the Army recently ap- pendent modeling and simulation efforts
proved the nominations of two CECOM's have been combined into a single effort.
finest to receive the Decoration for Excep- The list goes on and on confirming Gior-
tional Civilian Service. dano's abilities as a top leader in today's

The Honorable'TogoD. West,Jr., Secre- Army.

tary of the Army presented the awards to Giordano resides in WallTownship wi.th
Robert F. Giordano and Dr. Rudolf G. his spouse, Audrey. They have three chll-
Buser at the annual "Secretary of the Army dren.

Awards Ceremony" held last month in Buser a recent retiree from the govern-
Washington, DC. The award consists of a ment, and president of RGB and Associates,
certificate signed by the Secretary of the Inc., was nominated while serving as direc-
Army, a gold medal and a rosette. tor of the CECOMRDEC's NightVisionand

The award is the highest honorary award Electronic Sensors Directorate (NVESD) at
for civilianemployees of DA. To be eligible Fort Belvoir,Va. from 1989until June 1996.
for the award, nominee~ must h~ve estab- During this time he was responsible for
lished a pattern of exceptIOnalachievements all aspects of electro-optical technology and
that effected large-~Ie savi.ngsor w~re.of systems development for the Army. Particu-
major significance m advancmgthe mIssIon lar emphasis focused on; focal plane array
of DA, Department of Defense (DoD), and technology,opticaldevice development, im-
the Feder~1 Governme!1t.They m~st also age processing, modelingand tactical lasers.
have.p.rovl~edoutsta?dmg leadershIpof the More recently,he was responsible for all
admmlstratlon of major Army programs re--CECOM_sensor activities including; radar;

tSUlting-inlri~hl! SIJ'CCeSS~m1sS~on~m- combat identification, platform protection,
pli~hm~nts or m the m~jor reduectlon of radiac systems, mine detection and neut~ali-
objectives or accomphshments to meet zation countersurveillance and deception,
uniqu.eor emergency sit~ations. . and physical security.

GIOrdanowas recogmzed for his accom- Buser was cited for:

~plishments as the Directo~ of t~e Research, . His 'exceptional commitment to the
I Development and Engmeenng <?enter developmentand fieldingof advancedsen-
(~DEC)~U.S. Army CECOM, covenng t~e sors and sensor suites to dominate the 21st
tIme penod of July 1993 to May 1996: HIs CenturyDigitalBattlefield.His organization
respo?sibilities .incl.ude~man~ging a hIghly consistently realized an annual investment
techmcal organIzatIOnmvolvmg over $900 income exceeding $300 million and has a
million in funding annually and a workforce 650 strong workforce of scientific and engi-
over 2:200. .. . neering talent.

.!hIS award rec.ognlzedGIOrdanofor dl- This group is recognized throughout the
rectmg and execu~mgre~earchand develop- national and international communities as
ment programs mcludmg: command and
control; communications; intelligence;elec-
tronic warfare; night vision; countermine;
power sources; radar; combat identification
and the software supporting these systems.

Giordano was cited as an outstanding
achiever, noteworthy accomplishments in-
clude:

· Providing an overall strategy and plan
for the integration of the Command's Ad-
vanced Technology Demonstrations. This
plan addresses the insertion of technology
into newand existingmilitarysystems.It has
been accepted by Army leadership as a vi-
able road map to digitization of the battle-
Ifipln

by Karen Ryder
CECOM RDEC

leaders in all sensor related fields of 'en-
deavor including; theniJal imaging, image
intensifiers, laser, radar, aided target recog-
nition, camouflage, countermine, sensor fu-
sion, platform protection sensors, sensor
modeling and systems/subsystems technolo-
gies.

Buser's management and technical capa-
bility have brought NVESD to the forefront
in research and development within the De-
partment of Defense, industry and academia.
His work has provided thesensor technology
necessary to meet critical requirements of
military, and commercial markets.

· The most significant endorsement of
Buser's contributions to the Army mission
came out of the accolades received during
Desert Storm operations. The advantage of
the systems developed by NVESD was evi-
dent during the war.

· Through cooperative agreement of in-
formation exchange and technology transfer,
Buser has reachedout to worldcommunities.
Technology demonstrations provided the
..first look-at the-signifieant-opportunities the --
sensor technology has to commercial mar-
kets and the opportunities "Commercial Off
the Shelf' products have within military sen-
sor efforts.

He has taken the sensor technology de-
veloped for Army systems and applied it to
state level programs. Work included trans-
ferring technology to New Jersey and \1r-
ginia for; transportation, education and
medical infrastructure, search and rescue,
police surveillance, wildlife preservation,
fire prevention and other related efforts.

Buser and his wife Dr. Waltraut Buser
also live in WallTownship. They have four
children and five grandchildren.O
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finest to receive the Decoration for Excep-
tional Civilian Service.

The HonorableTogo D. West,Jr., Secre-
tary of the Army presented the awards to
Robert F. Giordano and Dr. Rudolf G.
Buser at the annual "Secretary of the Army
Awards Ceremony" held last month in
Washington, DC. The award consists of a
certificate signed by the Secretary of the
Army, a gold medal and a rosette.

The award is the highest honorary award
for civilian employees of DA. To be eligible
for the award, nominees must have estab-
lished a pattern of exceptional achievements
that effected large-scale savings or were of
major significance in advancing the mission
of DA, Department of Defense (DoD), and
the Federal Government. They must also
have provided outstanding leadershipof the
administration of major Army.programs re-
'5UIting;u"bigidy:;uccessfotmissIOn-accom-
plishments or in the major redirection of
objectives or accomplishments to meet
unique or emergency situations.

Giordanowas recognized for his accom-
plishments as the Director of the Research,
Development and Engineering Center
(RDEC), U.S. Army CECOM, covering the
time period of July 1993 to May 1996. His
responsibilitiesincluded managing a highly
technical organization involving over $900
millionin funding annuallyand a workforce
over2,200.

.This award recognized Giordano for di.
recting and executing research and develop-
ment programs including: command and
control; communications; intelligence;elec-
tronic warfare; night vision; countermine;
power sources; radar; combat identification
and the software supporting these systems.

Giordano was cited as an outstanding
achiever, noteworthy accomplishments in-
clude:

* Providing an overall strategy and plan
for the integration of the Command's Ad-
vanced Technology Demonstrations. This
plan addresses the insertion of technology
into newand existingmilitarysystems. Ithas
been accepted by Army leadership as a vi-
able road map to digitization of the battle-
field.

Under his leadership a Digital Integrated
Laboratory was created, integrating RDEC
laboratorieswith other governmentagencies
and commercial industry. This testbed al-
lows for the demonstration,testing and inte-
gration of dispersed platforms and systems.

* The development of the Second Gen-
eration Forward Looking Infrared (FUR)
technologycombinesfour infraredreceivers
into a common system, resulting in signifi-
cant savings of life cycle costs.

* Successful efforts in integrating CE-
COM technologies with ongoing efforts at
Battle Laboratories, resulted in decreased
developmentcosts over the Program Objec-
tive Memorandum(POM) period.
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The listgoes on and on confirming Gior- modeling and systems/subsystemstechnolo-

dano's abilities as a top leader in today's gies.
Army. Buser's management and technical capa-

Giordano resides in WallTownship with bility have brought NVESD to the forefront
his spouse, Audrey. They have three chil- in research and development within the De-
dren. partment of Defense, industry and academia.

Buser, a recent retiree from the govern- His work has provided the sensor technology
ment, and president of RGB and Associates, necessary to meet critical requirements of
Inc., was nominated while serving as direc- military, and commercial markets.
tor ofthe CECOMRDEC's NightVisionand * The most significant endorsement of
Electronic Sensors Directorate (NVESD) at Buser's contributions to the Army mission
Fort Belvoir,Va. from 1989until June 1996. came out of the accolades received during

During this time he was responsible for Desert Storm operations. The advantage of
all aspects of electro-optical technology and the systems developed by NVESD was evi-
systems development for the Army. Particu- dent during the war.
lar emphasis focused on; focal plane array * Through cooperative agreement of in-
technology,opticaldevice development, im- formation exchange and technology transfer,
age processing,modeling and tactical lasers. Buser has reachedout to world communities.

More recently,he was responsible for all Technology demonstrations provided the
CECOM~activities.ine1uding;-1'actar;-flfst...Jeek-itt~he-sigrtificant opportunities.the" -.-
combat identification, platform protection, sensor technology has to commercial.mar-
radiac systems, mine detection and neutrali- kets and the opportunities "Commercial Off
zation, countersurveillance and deception, the Shelf' products have within militarysen-
and physical security. sor efforts,

Buser was cited for: He has taken the sensor technology de-
* His 'exceptional commitment to the veloped for Army systems a~d applied it to

development and fielding of advanced sen- stat~ level programs. Work mcluded trans-
sors and sensor suites to dominate the 21st femng technology to New Jersey and Vir-
Century DigitalBattlefield.Hisorganization gini~ fo~; transportation, education and
consistently realized an annual investment medical mfrastructure, search and rescue,
income exceeding $300 million and has a p.olice surv~i1lance, wildlife preservation,
650 strong workforce of scientific and engi- fire prevention and other related efforts.
neering talent. Buser and his wife Dr. Waltraut Buser

This group is recognized throughout the also live in Wall Township. They have four
national and international communities as children and five grandchildren.O
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Maj. Gen. Gerard P. Brohm congatulates Robert F. Giordano, direc-
tor, Research, Development and Engineering Center, on his receiv-
ing the Decoration for Exceptional Civilian Service.


